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Offic Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/314,540 



Applicants) 
LANGER ETAL 



Examiner 

. , James Ma rtinell 

p eriod for SepIT /LWG ° ATE ° fth ' S COmmUniCati ° n appears on *»* c °™r sheet with the correspondence address 

T^^nr\f^J?S Y PER ' OD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE ^ MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " 

• wftoumm* 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 October 2001 . 
2aM This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D HS hiS appli ^ tion isi " c u ondition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 C D 11 453 o G 213 
Disposition of Claims ' ■•■»». 

4) H Claim(s) 1-3.6-13.65-68 73 anri 74 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |g| Claim's) 1-3.6-13.65-68.73 anri 7d k/are mjo^ 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on ^ is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 
a) n The trans 'ation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

1 5) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 

Notice of References Cited fPTO-AQ9\ i — i 

o\ f~l m«*- tn c ' 4 ) LJ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper Ho(s) 

2) |_J Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawina Review (PTO-94tt nn m«- * , , . L rd M e ' NO w 

^ l~l inf^r^.fi rv . Ptt 9 review [r i u-y4t$) 5) [_j Notice of | nforxTia | Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 6) □ Other 
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Part of Paper No. 16 



Application/Control Number: 09/314,540 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1631 

The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in correlating any 
papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this application should be directed to Art 
Unit 1631. 

This application has been filed with informal drawings which are acceptable for examination 
purposes only. Formal drawings will be required when the application is allowed. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a 
prior Office action. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
The claims are vague and indefinite. 

(a) The recitation of "biomolecular interaction" is vague and indefinite. This 

rejection is repeated for reasons already of record (e.g., Office action mailed May 
21, 2001, page 3, item (f)). Applicants' argument (paper no. 15, page 6) is not 
persuasive because no definition of the term is seen at any of the locations 
(page 2, lines 15-19; page 3, lines 3-4; and page 6, lines 18-19) of the 
application alluded to by applicants. 
Claims 1-3, 6-13, 65-68, 73, and 74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Hoffman, Artificial Organs 16: 43 (1992). This rejection is repeated for reasons already of 
record (e.g., Office action mailed May 21, 2001, page 4). Applicants' arguments (paper no. 15, pages 7- 
9) are not convincing because the materials disclosed in Hoffman et al meet all of the limitations of the 
claims even though a different terminology is used. For example, immobilized nucleic acids used in a 
binding assay are bound to an anchor and have an adaptor function in regard to the nucleic acid that 
bind to (see page 44 of the reference). Additionally, Figure 1 of the reference describes a composition 
with all of the limitations of the claimed compositions. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/314,540 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1631 

Applicants amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing 
date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to James Martinell whose telephone number is (703) 308-0296. The fax phone number for 
Examiner Martinell's desktop workstation is (703) 746-5162. The examiner works a flexible schedule and 
can be reached by phone and voice mail. Alternatively, a request for a return telephone call may be e- 
mailed to temes.martinell(auspto.oov. Since e-mail communications may not be secure, it is suggested 
that information in such requests be limited to name, phone number, and the best time to return the call. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Michael Woodward, can be reached on (703) 305-4028. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-4242. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 



J/ft/IK MARTINELL, Ph.D. 
SENIOR LEVEL EXAMINER 
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